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What a heart—warming and uplifting story we have in this bitter—cold, dreary winter,
I am referring to the recent passing of Jim Solenberger, who was born with the disability of
cerebral palsy yet lived his entire life fully and energetically until he breathed his last,

With the deck stacked against him, Jim could earn himself a master's degree in library
science and worked 34 years with the Illinois State Library, Literally, he translated disability into
ability,

Cerebral palsy is caused by hypoxic—ischemic encephalopathy at birth and its leading
cause is prematurity(40—50 percent). It has several different types — the most common being
spastic, athetoid/chorea, ataxic, rigidity and mixed types.,

Based on my clinical experiences with cerebral palsy patients, athetoid seems to be least
affected, or spared mentally, though it may look like a severe case just because of marked
dysarthria(inarticulate and mushy speech) and constant worm—like and purposeless movements
of the body,

Just like Jim Solenberger, my professional colleague, Dr, Tom Strax, was born with the
athetoid CP, He had received his M. D, degree from New York University Medical School and he
happens to be a classmate of our prominent local physician Dr, Steve Stone,

Being a physiatrist, Tom finally became the president of the American Academy of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation a few years ago. In the words of Howard A, Rusk, M.D., my
mentor, “Rehabilitation adds years to life and life to years.” He went on to say, “Rehab should be
everbody's business.”

Both Jim and Tom are shining stars of rehabilitation, I salute Jim Solenberger for his

victorious and selfless life,

Chansoo Kim
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